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Moral Permissibility of Abortion
Nowadays, abortion has become a common phenomenon in our societies.  The babies get aborted, for they have no right to act against their mothers. Silently the babies die, without anyone recognizing their humanity. There comes an argument, are these kids not human or people, and at what stage should a baby be termed as human, conception, or birth.
Furthermore, the argument goes to an extent in which the baby is viewed as not human until life can be sustained outside the womb, and there comes a question does the parent have a moral obligation in supporting the baby's life? Besides, the arguments question for unwanted and unplanned pregnancies. For all these arguments, they base themselves on the rights of innocent babies whose lives come to an end without a justifiable reason (Christiano, 2018).
In the past decades, abortion could only be carried out if both the mother and the fetus are at risk of death. Today, women get pregnant and even abort without any reason for this option lies in the hands of the mother. However, there should be morals rules that guide abortion to enables mothers to make the right judgment before committing this act and also be used in personal conduct for abortion is not the only option.
Moral principles such as non-maleficence, autonomy fidelity, veracity, justice, and beneficence should be used in making decisions concerning abortion. Autonomy is the most applicable moral principle as it is the self-determination of creating freedom for the fetus to exist. Therefore, autonomy recognizes the right to life for the fetus. When freedom is applied, individuals will choose to support life, and consequently, it becomes a rational judgment in respecting the fetus's life.
Non-maleficence is a moral principle that is concerned in avoiding the act, i.e., one should keep off from those activities that are likely to hurt the fetus. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the mother to minimize all the activities and actions that can harm the fetus. Concerns are based on the convictions and multiplicity of ideas for the mother to keep the baby while at the same time creating awareness on the effects related to abortion for the mother might be psychologically and physically affected.
Beneficence is concerned with caring for others and elevating their well-being. One has to respect others' dignity and uphold their values, which are not known or known. For that reason, the mother has a moral obligation towards promoting fetus welfare by avoiding abortion. Besides, the mother is entitled with the responsibility of that respect the fetus's rights, for it is an innocent baby that should not be aborted. Moreover, after birth, the mother has to build the moral values of the child to become a morally upright individual within society Moellendorf, D. (2018).
Justice, being a moral principle, ensures always there is equal and fair treatment. In cases for unwanted or unplanned pregnancies such as those resulting from rape, the mother has the duty of ensuring the fetus is protected until birth, for it was not the will of the fetus that the mother was raped. The fetus remains a human like all other humans, and therefore since the time of conception, it should be protected until birth.
The moral principle of fidelity is concerned with realistic commitments and upholding the promises made. People need to create trust among others and also create reasonable bonds that will ensure strong relations in solving a variety of emerging problems. Therefore, with the existence of a strong relationship between the mother and the child, in whichever hard situations, the mother cannot abort the child.
Veracity mainly advocates for honesty and truth that are supposed to be consistent. If the mother is truthful and honest, after enduring hard situations, she will always keep the fetus alive. For instance, the mother can opt to undergo cesarean rather than abortion.
The individual moral principles should always be applied to abortion, even if it is morally permissible. The unborn need to be protected from their rights even if the judgment is justifiable or unjustifiable, for they have not committed any act (Simon, 2018). Each individual is entitled to the right to protect the unborn baby. Regardless of whichever reason, anybody undertaking abortion should be aware of the harm causing to the unborn, and therefore they deserve the right to live like any other human. However, with the rise of many arguments that abortion is moral, individuals need not engage in the predicaments, for it might mislead them. Therefore, abortion ought to be condemned at all levels, for it is meant to deny an innocent child the right to life.
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